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Commentary

News Background

By Michael Flaherty
As a member of the Boston City Council, I believe 

the city’s priorities should reflect the current 
concerns of our citizens and persisting problems 
within our community. 

 To date, over 20 homicides have taken place in 
Boston this year.  Meanwhile, our public schools 
continue to under-perform and students continue 
to drop out.  Perhaps equally frustrating, afford-
able housing remains scarce while the number 
of foreclosures on homes has spiked.  These are 
the pressing issues that deserve and require our 
immediate attention.

Instead, we find ourselves talking about whether 
or not City Hall should be moved. Quite frankly, 
such talk and consideration only distracts us from 
tackling the issues of real concern. 

Nevertheless, I find myself weighing in on the issue 
because the proposed waterfront location creates new 
problems pertaining to accessibility and inclusion.

From snow removal to parking restrictions to zon-
ing permits, the city’s elected officials and employees 
make decisions that impact the daily lives of Boston 
residents.  For that reason, city government should 
be the most accessible form of government. 

While we do need to move in a direction that 
promotes efficiency and keeps pace with modern 
technology, we cannot take away the opportunity for 
people to visit City Hall and conduct their business 
in person. 

By moving the city’s government headquarters to a 
remote location where public transportation options 
are limited to one bus line, we rob Boston residents 
of the right and the ability to visit their City Hall.  

Online options mean nothing when you don’t have 
a computer and Internet connection.  The City must 
tread carefully to avoid adopting policies and systems 
that have a disproportionately negative impact on 

seniors and low-income families who cannot afford 
– or have access to – such technologies.

The goal of efficiency loses its value if we are 
no longer representing the interests of all Boston 
residents.  Do we really want to find ourselves with 
a city government that is exclusive, alienating those 
sections of the population that need our help the 
most? 

The council has the responsibility to ensure that the 
city’s resources are wisely allocated and appropriately 
channeled toward the achievement of a government 
that is accessible for all of its residents.  Over one 
million dollars was spent to determine the best use of 
the waterfront area and a new city hall was not one 
of the options considered.  Smart use of the area will 
capitalize on the deep water access port intended for 
commerce, trade and other maritime uses.  Placing 
City Hall in this area unnecessarily consumes pre-
cious waterfront land, while threatening the abilities 
of the maritime industry at the same time. 

While I encourage innovation such as green design 
and construction, I discourage alienation.  And while 
I applaud efforts to spur economic development, I 
oppose efforts that diminish civic participation.

Rather than focusing on the idea of a new City 
Hall in a location that is less than convenient for 
most residents, why don’t we direct our efforts to 
improving what we already have to better meet the 
needs of our residents?

Undoubtedly, the current City Hall has its share 
of problems.  But before we create a better view for 
ourselves, we need to improve the quality of life for 
Boston’s residents.  That means safer streets, lower 
taxes, affordable housing, a quality education and a 
government that is accessible and inclusive. 

Michael Flaherty is a At-Large member of the Boston 
City Council and a resident of South Boston.

 

City Hall for sale? Let’s look at real problems

Capuano tackles ‘thankless’ ethics job
By Andrew Miga

Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) - No one has to tell Rep. 

Michael Capuano he’s got a thankless job. The 
Somerville Democrat heads a congressional task 
force that’s set to unveil plans for an independent 
watchdog group to tackle ethics problems involving 
House members.

“This is not a job you take if you want to win any 
friends,’’ Capuano said in a telephone interview with 
The Associated Press. “Thankless? Oh, God, yes. I 
knew that going in.’’

Congress has long resisted such outside scrutiny, 
bucking calls from reformers to fix its often-criticized 
ethics enforcement practices. Lawmakers favor the 
current system where they police themselves.

Democrats rode into power last fall, in part, on 
pledges to clean up the ``culture of corruption’’ 
in Washington after a rash of high-profile ethics 
scandals in the Republican-led Congress, including 
the case of former Republican lobbyist Jack Abramoff, 
who is in prison after pleading guilty to charges 
of conspiracy, fraud and tax evasion. Some GOP 
lawmakers who had accepted trips and donations 
from him were defeated in last fall’s elections.

Following through on that campaign pledge hasn’t 
been easy.

The House recently passing a lobbying reform 
bill. But Democratic leaders had to scrap some key 
provisions because of rank-and-file complaints that 
the bill went too far.

Capuano’s push to create an independent panel 
to oversee ethics investigations looms as the next 
major hurdle.

Convincing fellow congressmen to embrace reform 
is always tough, said Capuano’s Bay State colleague, 
Rep. Martin Meehan, D-Mass.

Meehan, a member of Capuano’s task force and a 
key player in the Democratic push to make Congress 
more open and ethical, faced strong criticism from col-
leagues when he championed a landmark campaign 
finance reform bill.

“It’s always difficult to get reform legislation passed 
because it effects every single (House) member,’’ 
said Meehan, who has resigned from office, effective 
July 1, to become chancellor of the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell. “It’s like getting campaign 
finance reform passed. Every member feels like they 
are an expert on campaign finance reform, so that 
makes it hard.’’

The Senate rejected an independent ethics panel 
earlier this year. Some fear Capuano’s task force 
will produce a watered-down proposal in hopes of 
securing enough support to win House passage.

Rep. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., organized a recent 
news conference with other House freshmen to press 
for stronger ethics enforcement. Murphy said many 
states have independent ethics panels.

“One of the top reasons that you have a large new 
class of freshmen is that people are sick and tired of 
the ethical lapses in Congress,’’ he said.

Congress can’t police itself, said Murphy.
“You have members judging members now,’’ he 

said. “Members of Congress are human. It’s difficult 
to initiate complaints against, and to investigate, 

your colleagues, your co-workers. It’s human nature 
to shy away from confrontation with the people you 
work with.’’

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi named Capuano, a 
key adviser who headed Pelosi’s transition team, to 
chair the eight-member bipartisan ethics task force 
nearly four months ago.

Capuano said he’s been swamped with proposals 
and advice from lawmakers, think tanks and public 
watchdog groups such as Common Cause, U.S. Public 
Interest Research Group and Judicial Watch.

Some reformers want a new independent ethics 
panel with investigative muscle, including the 
power to issue subpoenas and issue reports on its 
findings. Many lawmakers, however, fear outside 
investigations could open the door to politically 
motivated fishing expeditions.

“There are a lot of people who are advocating, 
a lot of members, a lot of groups,’’ Capuano said. 
“Politically, I could certainly get away with saying, 
‘Forget it, I don’t want to do anything.’ And what 
happens? The (Boston) Globe writes a bad editorial 
and life goes on.’’

By Carlos Moreno and Shauna Rigaud
With the violence epidemic in Boston, young people 

are hurt, angry, and frustrated. We are advocating for 
youth voice in decisions and more youth opportunities 
in order to save lives this year. $8 million more is 
what 150 youth and youth workers screamed for at 
the top of our lungs rallying in Downtown Boston 
before entering the Boston Youth Fund hearing last 
Thursday. There, we shared stories of lost loved 
ones, describing how friends and family shed tears 
for them.

But we shouldn’t have to march and rally for the 
city to take action. Does it take 74 or 75 homicides 
to do something?

As young people in United Youth, it’s not just 
another number to us. One of us testified: “You 
would think losing eight friends would be the worst 
part of my life, but it’s not. The worst part of my 
life is that violence is normal to me now. I actually 
expect my friends to die.” The quote, “A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste,” pops to mind – everybody has 
something special within them, and when somebody 
dies, that’s being taken away from the world. We’re 
losing these gifts – a terrible thing to waste. Why 
don’t politicians see that?

As youth workers with United Out, we feel deep 
pain as well. We are tired of seeing young people’s 
fear, and going to funerals. We want to do what 
we love: see sparks of potential in young people 

Work with youth to end neighborhood violence
and help them thrive. It hurts that there aren’t 
resources to support solutions we know will work. 
It hurts to see that young people are not seen as 
experts on their lives, and that their solutions are 
often disregarded.

Together, we – youth and youth workers, from 
more than 100 organizations – have advocated for 
three years for increased funding. This year, United 
Youth and Youth Workers of Boston is calling for $8 
million additional city funding for youth: $4.5 million 
for year-round and summer jobs; $2 million for grants 
for youth organizations; and $1.5 million for a new 
total of 50 streetworkers starting at $35,000 each.

These solutions aren’t complicated. We need jobs 
year round to make ends meet and to build our ability 
to reach our goals. Organizations need support to 
implement neighborhood strategies to reach young 
people. Streetworkers need the numbers and the pay 
to stay in a community to defuse crises and connect 
with teens.

We believe in working with elected officials. We 
continue to meet and plan. How do we get more 
organizations to hire youth? How do we provide more 
opportunities to youth with CORIs? How do we get 
more State funding? How can city and community-
based programs collaborate?

At the same time, we must advocate for more 
resources. Mayor Thomas Menino `has announced 
$300,000 more for summer jobs, $300,000 in grants, 
and 4 new streetworkers – all positive steps. When 

we ask for more, officials say there is no money. Yet 
money is added every year; the question is, where? 
City funding for youth jobs dropped from $8.7 to 
$4.1 million over 6 years, cutting 1,972 jobs while 
the teenage population increased by 2,500. Police 
spending increased from $217 to $260 million. In a 
$2.3 billion budget, $8 million is a modest amount 
for the city’s top priority today.

To the Mayor and the City Council: We need you 
all to stand with us, and invest to make youth a 
priority in this year’s budget. We all love this city and 
applaud what we’ve accomplished so far supporting 
young people. Together, we can build on our past 
successes and be proud to live in a city that invests 
in year-round jobs and expanded summer jobs, and 
that invests in the organizations and streetworkers 
that reach young people.

At last Thursday’s budget hearing, we spoke for 
those who have died. We don’t want to do so again 
– we don’t want anyone else dead. We don’t want 
to constantly wonder, “Who’s next?” The situation 
is urgent and we want the violence to stop. Please 
help us stop it this year - don’t wait till we’re dead, 
because some of us might not be here next year.

Carlos Moreno is a senior at West Roxbury High 
School and a resident of Dorchester.  Shauna Rigaud 
is a youth worker in the South End who has worked 
in youth organizations since she was 13.  They serve 
on the leadership team of the United Youth and Youth 
Workers of Boston.

Instead, Capuano said he expects his task force next 
month to recommend the creation of an independent 
panel to investigate ethics cases. The new panel 
would advise the current House ethics committee, 
but would not replace it. House members monitor 
their conduct through the ethics committee.

Members of the independent panel would be chosen 
by Pelosi and House Minority Leader John Boehner, 
Capuano said. No House members or lobbyists would 
be allowed on the panel.

Capuano’s task force missed a May 1 deadline, 
but he said he expects a proposal by mid-June for 
House consideration.

“We’re on the verge of a final agreement,’’ Capuano 
said. “I think the concept of an independent entity 
is something that we need to do.’’

He cautioned that details were still being worked 
out.

“We’re at the point where it’s detail work now, 
dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s,’’ he said. “So far, 
we have a consensus. At the moment, the consensus 
both inside the House and outside the House is 
holding.’’


